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The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  is  a  Federal  Bureau  within  the  Department  of  the 
Interior.  Our  activities  Include  responl sbl 1 1 ty  for  the  conservation,  manage¬ 
ment  and  development  of  over  4/7  million  acres  of  the  vacant  and  unreserved 
public  domain5  most  of  which  Is  located  In  the  Western  States.  In  California 
we  administer  over  15  million  acres,  most  of  which  are  in  the  desert  area  of 
southeastern  California. 

The  Bureau“s  operations  are  divided  Into  five  broad  categories  -  cadastral 
surveys,  lands,  minerals,  forestry  and  range  management.  The  inter-relation¬ 
ship  of  these  functions  is  so  self-evident  that  one  can  see  the  necessity  for 
our  placing  much  emphasis  on  a  goal  of  balanced  or  multiple  use.  In  this 
balanced  use  concept  we  have  a  serious  obligation  to  recognize  recreational 
land  uses  and  needs  along  with  other  land  uses. 

What  is  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management 0 s  policy  regarding  present  and 

potential  recreation  sites  and  areas? 

To  date,  this  policy  can  best  be  summarized  as  follows?  nTo  Identify, 
inventory,  make  lands  available  for  development  by  local  agencies,  and 
preserve  potential  recreation  lands  for  future  use." 

'  No  monies  have  been  appropriated  to  the  Bureau  for  the  construction  of 
recreation  facilities  or  for  the  development  of  recreation  areas  on  the 
public  domain  lands  within  the  continental  limits  of  the  United  States. 

We  have,  however,  developed  a  few  sites  during  the  current  fiscal  year 
under  the  Accelerated  Public  Works  Program.  The  Bureau  is  not,  at  this 
time,  an  agency  actively  involved  in  the  recreational  field  such  as  the 
National  Park  Service  and  the  Forest  Service.  It  is,  however,  unique  in 
this  field  that  unlike  any  other  governmental  agency,  the  Bureau  is  able 
to  provide  lands  and  recreational  resources  for  States,  counties, 
municipalities,  and  other  governmental  agencies. 

There  are  a  number  of  ways  in  which  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  may  make 
lands  available  for  outdoor  recreation  use,  such  as  short  term  permits, 
cooperative  agreements,  or  even  withdrawals.  However,  in  most  instances, 
the  use  of  the  Recreation  and  Public  Purposes  Act  is  the  most  satisfactory 
method  by  which  lands  under  our  jurisdiction  may  be  leased  or  transferred 
to  other  governmental  agencies  for  recreation  use  and  development.  This 
is  the  Act  of  June  14,  1926  (44  Stat.  741),  as  amended  June  4,  1954  (68  Stat. 
173),  June  23  and  September  21,  1959  (73  Stat.  110,  571 ) 9  and  September  13, 
I960  (74  Stat.  899).  Regulations  for  the  administration  off  this  act  are 
contained  in  Title  43  of  the  Code  of. Federal  regulations.  Part  254.  Reprints 
of  these  regulations  in  the  form  of  circulars  are  available  at  our  Sacramento 
Land  Office  and  Riverside  Land  Office.  The  circulars  pertai  ning  to  the 
Recreation  and  Public  Purposes  Act  are  Nos.  1880,2028,  and  2063. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  title  of  the  Act  Is  Recreation  and  Public  Purposes. 
The  Public  Purposes  apply  to  lands  needed  for  such  uses  as  education, 
sanitary  fills,  and  sewage  disposal  sites.  The  State  of  California  recently 
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acquired  400  acres  near  Bo  shop  for  a  correctional  Institution*  Time  does  not 
permit  me  to  go  Into  the  details  of  the  Act  or  the  regulations  governing  Its 
administration*  However,  ot  does  provide  for  special  pricing,  particularly 
in  instances  where  land  Is  to  be  used  for  recreation  purposes*  The  Act  and  the 
regulations  do  require  stipulations  for  the  development  of  the  land,  and  In  some 
instances  the  State  of  California  has  considered  these  stipulations  too 
stringent.  Briefly,,  these  stipulations  require  that  a  plan  of  development  be 
prepared  before  title  passes,,  that  a  schedule  of  development  be  adhered  to,  and 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  at  all  times  has  authority  to  review  use 
and  fees.  The  patent  to  lands  transferred  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act 
carry  a  reversionary  clause  to  be  Initiated  In  Instances  where  the  patentee 
misuses  the  land  or  violates  the  stipulations*  There  1$,  also,  a  restriction 
on  the  amount  of  land  that  may  be  patented  to  any  one  agency  during  any  one 
calendar  year.  With  few  except  Sons,,  counties  and  State  agencies  have  not 
taken  advantage  of  their  quotas,,  and  In  many  years  have  acquired  no  lands 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act* 

There  are  many  examples  of  extensive  use  and  often  aggravated  misuse  of  public 
domain  lands  for  recreational  purposes*  Classic  examples  are  the  "Hot  Spa" 
or  hot  well  In  [imperial  County,,  T’ecopa  Hot  Springs  In  Omyo  County,,  prior  to 
lease  to  the  county,,  and  a  particularly  desirable  camping  site  on  the  Trinity 
River  near  Douglas  City  In  Trinity  County* 

Under  existing  law  and  appropriation  of  funds  we  have  little  choice  but  to 
let  the  State  and  local  agencies  carry  the  responsibility  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  suitable  recreation  areas  for  State  or  local  use,  as  well  as  providing 
for  necessary  facilities  and  services*  Our  responsibility  lies  In  the  supplying 
or  making  available  to  these  agencies  those  lands  under  our  jurisdiction  where 
they  are  suitable  for  recreation  use  and  development* 

Our  approach  to  the  policy  of  recreation  activity  os  largely  one  of  cooperation* 
This  has  been  necessary  because  of  our  appropriations  and  fund  requl rements,  the 
complicated  land  patterns,,  and  the  variety  of  uses  authorized  under  the  various 
public  land  and  mineral  I  aw?.  „  all  of  which  do  not  lend  themselves  to  unilateral 
action  but  require  a  cooperative  effort  by  all  parties  concerned* 

At  present  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  os  not  a  recreation  management  agency , 
and  to  this  extent  we  hqve  not  entered  Into  a  program  of  construction  of 
recreation  facilities  on  public  land,  except  that  we  have  done  minor  construct¬ 
ion  under  the  Accelerated  Public  Works  Program*  On  instances  where  the  land 
pattern  and  resource  base  Indicates  that  large  areas  will  be  retained  In 
Federal  ownership  we  may  have  to  construct  certain  facilities  because  of  public 
health,  safety,  and  fore  prevention*  Even  under  these  circumstances,  we.' 
believe  that  there  Is  a  broad  field  of  state  and  local  cooperation  In  the 
maintenance  and  operation  of  such  facilities  which,  at  present,  we  are 
exploring  and  developing*  jjjj 
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